The fincient Worlds of Asia
these lines, but Mandalay, the last capital of the Empire, was founded as recently as 1857 and is naturally the best preserved. Its fortified walls formed a square with sides a mile and a quarter long and running in the direction of the cardinal points. The total length of the wall, two thousand four hundred ta, corresponds with the date of its foundation, two thousand four hundred years after the' death of the Buddha. There are three gates in each wall, making twelve in all, and each is decorated with the signs of the zodiac.
There is a surrounding rnoat, nearly three hundred and fift)
feet across, and on this the king made a circuit of the town ir
solemn procession at his coronation, to symbolise his taking
possession of the town.  Four bridges cross the moat, leading t<
four main gates, from which roads lead to the royal palace i]
the centre.   There is a fifth bridge, with its gateway, at th
southern end of the wall.   This was used principally to tak
corpses out of the town, and the road leading to it was held t
be unlucky.   The eastern entrance, however, was considere
to be very favourable, as the whole town, like all towns an
palaces in Indo-China, faced east and this entrance was us«
for all official processions. Mandalay was a royal city and mo
of the population lived outside it, only court officials and ci>
servants being allowed to reside within the perimeter.   T]
same thing applied to the Round City in Baghdad and to t
Forbidden City in Peking.   The Royal Palace, in the cent
faced cast, as also did the most important official rooms in
the private suites faced west. At the western end of the pals
was the throne-room of the first queen.   It was her custom
receive here the wives and daughters of visiting dignitari
The ruling planet in the west is Venus, and also in the w
dwrh the race of the nagasy the sacred cobras which played
important part in Indian and Indonesian mythology.   Tl
could appear in human form, particularly as women. " 1
daughters of the serpent-king were held to be the most beaut
and the most knowledgeable in love-making.  The temptai
of the Buddha by the daughters of Mara, the devil, also t
place in the west.  This part of the world thus came to assi
an erotic: significance.
164ceased, with a brush in their right hands
